Brothers,
The purpose of this letter is to assist you in being better prepared to protect
yourselves and your Chapter if there is a Civil Lawsuit.
Most, if not all Chapters now have a standard Release of Liability letter in place for
persons attending a Chapter function. The following information goes beyond that.
This form may reduce the risk of being sued and may reduce the risk of liability being
assessed for failure to provide medical care.
Recently a Chapter had an incident where a member got hurt at a Doins’. The person
refused medical attention and eventually left with friends. A year and half later the
Chapter has been contacted by a lawyer seeking to have the Chapter reimburse the
person who claims that the Chapter didn’t attend to his medical needs, (broken bone).
The Chapter did have the member sign a hand written release at the time of the
accident, and that document has been forwarded to the Chapter's insurance company
that is handling any possible claim.
After researching the situation, we have found that if a person refuses medical
attention to an ambulance service or licensed paramedic or EMT, and signs a waiver, it
effectively kills their chance to sue the Chapter.
We recommend that if you have a person injured at your function, call an ambulance.
Put the responsibility of making medical decisions for the person with them. If the
injured person declines their care then the ambulance personnel will have him sign a
release of liability waiver for proper medical attention.
If you are a Chapter that has a qualified Paramedic or EMT on scene, have a release of
liability waiver for proper medical attention available for the person to sign. If the
person refuses to sign be sure to have his refusal witnessed and by whom.
I have attached a form used by AMR ambulance personal and a Generic sample that
you can use to prepare a form of your own. The ambulance service you have in your
territory will have appropriate forms.

IMPORTANT: The Paramedic or EMT must be properly trained, certified, and licensed.
Them must also be, ‘IN GOOD STANDING’ with the State. A paramedic is legally more
qualified than an EMT. An EMT must tell the person that he needs to be seen by a
Paramedic or Doctor. If the person on scene is a Paramedic, he must tell the injured
person he needs to be transported to see a Doctor. The ranking medical person on
scene has the final call. If the injuries are life threatening, or the person is to
intoxicated, in the opinion of the medical professional, to make an intelligent decision,
the medical personal can call n the law enforcement personal, if necessary, to force the
person to seek immediate medical help, AKA put them in an ambulance and transport
to a emergency facility.
It is imperative that anyone who attends the doins’ has signed the basic liability release
form upon paying their rub. The reason for this is simple. When the person signs the
basic release, he is relieving the Chapter of being responsible for the cost of an
ambulance or hospital bill.
Anything your Chapter can do to relieve itself of civil liability is a good thing.
Hope this helps.
If you have any questions please contact your Chapter representative to the Board of
Proctors for further guidance.
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